Session No. 1





Title: Sociology of Disaster


Session Title: Course Orientation							Time: 1 hour
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Objectives:	


				At the conclusion of this session, the students should be able to:





				1.1	Discuss the course objectives and general content





				1.2	Describe the course assignments





				1.3	Describe the modes of student evaluation





�





Scope


				Introduction of professor; review of course objectives and general content; student assignments and modes of evaluation will be detailed.





References


				1.	Professor





						A.	Course syllabus (in addition to topical listing for each session and required readings, include “Modes of Evaluation”, “Disaster Case Study Analysis”, “Field Trip Reaction Report” and “Late Paper Policy” material contained herein.





						B.	Instructor guide





						C.	(Related Background Reading): Thomas E. Drabek. 1986. Human System Responses to Disaster: An Inventory of Sociological Findings. New York: Springer�Verlag.





�
					2.	Student





					A.	Course syllabus





					B.	Collection of course readings





Requirements


Professor will explain interest and personal background in research and/or practice pertaining to sociology of disaster. Course syllabus, bibliography, and collection of course readings will be available for reference.





Remarks


1.	Specific course objectives should be reviewed by the professor who should relate these to the broader objectives of a liberal arts education.





2.	All administrative details pertaining to the course should be covered orally and appear in written form on the course syllabus.





3.	The professor should review with care the modes of evaluation, assignment deadlines, and late paper penalty policy. An expectation of professionalism and commitment should be conveyed.





4.	The course syllabus can be used effectively to quickly review the overall content of the course.





5.	Professor should announce office location, office hours, office telephone number, and appointment policy.





�
Supplemental


Considerations





Professor


 Introduction


Explain to students why you are interested in the Sociology of Disaster. When and why did that interest originate? What research and reading highlights your interest? What disasters have you witnessed and/or studied?





Course


 Objectives


Consider these three objectives as the primary purpose of this course:





1.	Students will acquire an introduction to current research pertaining to the sociological aspects of disaster.





2.	Students will gain an increased understanding of how specialized empirical studies of human response to disaster are related to general theoretical principles of sociology.





3.	Students will develop an increased awareness of the potentials and difficulties in using social science research as a basis for modifying public policy.





With regards to liberal arts objectives, consider stressing these points:





1.	Students will increase their capacity in oral and written communication through participation in this course.





2.	Students will improve their skill in critical analysis through a better understanding of sociological research methods, procedures, and pitfalls.


�
3.	Students will expand their general critical thinking abilities through assessments of theoretical issues related to disaster research and policy application discussions.





4.	Students will have an expanded awareness of opportunities for citizen participation through disaster volunteer roles, disaster preparedness agents within private sector organizations, careers in emergency management, etc.





5.	Students will gain an expanded awareness of cultural values and the diversity reflected in American society.





Course Overview


Use the course syllabus as a tool to review the general content of the course. Students should be encouraged to follow along so that the professor need only highlight several key topics and then skip ahead to another block. In this review use the phrase “disaster life cycle” and the organization of the course into four broad phases: (1) response, (2) recovery, (3) preparedness, and (4) mitigation.





Modes of


Evaluation


The modes of evaluation will vary at the discretion of the professor. The following are reflected in the design of this Instructor Guide. This information should be included in the course syllabus.





1.	Mid�Term Examination (take�home essay) � 28% (For sample examination questions see Session No. 19)





2.	Case Study Analysis (described below) � 10%





3.	Oral Summary of Case Study � 5%





4.	Persuasive Mitigation Speech � 5% (described in Session No. 32)





5.	Field Trip Reaction Reports � 16% (described below)


�
6.	Final Exam (take�home essay) � 28% (For sample examination questions see Session No. 45)





7.	Class Discussion � 8% (These points may be determined at the end of the course and should reflect both attendance and the quality of contributions made in class.)





Course


Bibliography


1.	The Bibliography for this course emphasizes materials published since 1980; some items of unique merit or content published earlier are included.





2.	Students should examine the format or citation style used in this Bibliography. It conforms to that used in most professional journals in which sociologists publish, including the International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters. It is the style officially endorsed and currently used (1996) by the American Sociological Association (ASA). This bibliographic style is required for all student work submitted in this course, e.g., exams.





3.	Students are expected to become familiar with one reference book which summarizes sociological disaster research published prior to 1985. Copies are available in the library reserve room. Thomas E. Drabek. 1986. Human System Responses To Disaster: An Inventory of Sociological Findings. New York: Springer�Verlag.





Course Text


1.	A collection of readings will be compiled by the instructor and made available to students through whatever process is appropriate at their institution.





�
					2.	This IG identifies one or more suggested student readings for each class session. Where appropriate, additional readings are noted for instructor review.





Disaster Case


 Study Analysis


					1.	Each student will select a disaster case study and prepare a written analysis that does not exceed the equivalent of 6 typewritten pages (double spaced).





					2.	Selection criteria





					A.	Disaster focus





					B.	Author must be a social scientist, preferably a sociologist





					C.	Book length (not a journal article)





					D.	Instructor approval required (on or before Session No. 19)





					E.	Examples: Moore et al. (1963) (Before the Wind); Erikson (1976) (Everything in it’s Path); Drabek (1968) (Disaster in Aisle 13); Lucas (1969) (Men in Crisis); Taylor et al. (1970) (Tornado); Moore (1958) (Tornadoes Over Texas).





					3.	Required Format: Use all of the following sub�titles:





						A.	Book citation (use ASA style)





						B.	Credentials of author (degrees, positions, previous publications) (Instructor note: some authors will not be listed in major biographical reference works, e.g., American Men and Women of Science, so students should be advised to consult three references and if their author is not included they simply need to write: “the author was not listed in �� (names of reference works consulted)”.





						C.	Summary of event and locale





						D.	What research methods were used?





						E.	What are the major social science conclusions reached by the author?





						F.	What aspects of this study confirm findings presented in the Drabek inventory (be specific)?





						G.	What aspects of this study are inconsistent with findings presented in the Drabek inventory (be specific)?





						H.	What public policy issues are relevant to this study?





						I.	What aspects of this study would be most relevant to emergency management practitioners?





Field Trip Reaction


Report


					1.	Students will submit a written report covering four field trips.





					2.	Length: equivalent of 2 typewritten pages (double spaced) for each trip.





					3.	Format:





						A.	Agency name





						B.	Speaker





						C.	Questions: List 4 questions you would like to ask; these are to be written prior to the trip.





�
						D.	Reactions:





							1)	Which of your questions did you have the opportunity to ask and what answer was given?





							2)	What did you learn about human responses (victims, agency personnel, the public at large)?





							3)	What did you learn about public policy (agency roles, governmental roles and laws)?





							4)	What did you learn about research application efforts?





							5)	What was the single most important new piece of information about human response to disaster that you learned?





Late Paper


 Policy


					It is assumed that all papers will be submitted in class on the date due. One point will be deducted from the grade assigned each day beyond the due date. (Instructor note: After announcing this policy, indicate the parallel to a bank late fee. If one is late with a house payment, charge card, etc., a late fee is assessed. Illness and other “routine problems of living” are not accepted as excuses.)





Teaching Tips


					See suggestions specified above.
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